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State Street decision. This legal de-
fense will provide important protec-
tions for companies against unfair and 
unjustified patent infringement ac-
tions. But, at the same time, I believe 
that it is time for Congress to take a 
closer look at the potentially broad 
and, perhaps, adverse consequences of 
the State Street decision. I hope that 
beginning early next year the Judici-
ary Committee will hold hearings on 
the State Street issue, so Senators can 
carefully evaluate its economic and 
competitive consequences. 

Mr. TORRICELLI. My colleague is 
correct. The State Street decision may 
have unintended consequences for the 
financial services community. By ex-
plicitly holding that business methods 
are patentable, financial service com-
panies are finding that the techniques 
and ideas, that were in wide use, are 
being patented by others. 

The Prior Inventor Defense of H.R. 
1554 is an important step towards pro-
tecting the financial services industry. 
By protecting early developers and 
users of a business method, the defense 
allows U.S. companies to commit re-
sources to the commercialization of 
their inventions with confidence that a 
subsequent patent holder will prevail 
in a patent infringement suit. Without 
this defense, financial services compa-
nies face unfair patent-infringement 
suits over the use of techniques and 
ideas (methods) they developed and 
have used for years. 

While I support the Prior Inventor 
Defense, as a member of the Judiciary 
Committee, I hope we will revisit this 
issue next year. More must be done to 
address the boundaries of the State 
Street decision with the realities of the 
constantly changing and developing fi-
nancial services industry. 

I look forward to working with Sen-
ator SCHUMER and my colleagues on 
the committee on this important issue. 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 
19, 1999 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until the hour of 10 a.m. on 
Friday, November 19. I further ask con-
sent that on Friday, immediately fol-
lowing the prayer, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, and that the 
Senate then proceed to morning busi-
ness. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. For the informa-
tion of all Senators, when the Senate 
convenes, it will begin consideration of 
a number of legislative items that have 
been cleared for action and need to be 
considered in the House prior to ad-
journment. Following the consider-
ation of these bills, the Senate will re-
sume debate on the final appropria-
tions bill. Further, as a reminder, clo-
ture was filed today on the appropria-
tions conference report, and there is 
still hope that the Wisconsin delega-
tion will allow the cloture vote to 
occur at a reasonable hour during to-
morrow’s session. However, if no agree-
ment is made, the cloture vote will 
occur at 1:01 a.m. on Saturday morn-
ing, and abbreviated postcloture debate 
is anticipated. Therefore, Senators can 

expect a vote to occur a few hours after 
the cloture vote. 

In addition, the Senate may consider 
the Work Incentives conference report 
prior to the pending adjournment. 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I now ask unanimous consent the 
Senate stand in adjournment under the 
previous order. 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Is there a unani-
mous consent request pending? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is, 
to adjourn. 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Reserving the right 
to object, I ask unanimous consent 
with regard to the cloture vote which 
the Senator from Alaska described, 
that the vote take place at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday; and that should cloture be 
invoked, no more than 21 hours of de-
bate remain. 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-

jection is heard. 
Mr. FEINGOLD. Reserving the right 

to object, I simply want to indicate, as 
one member from the Wisconsin dele-
gation, there is an effort to be reason-
able with respect to the hour of the 
vote and to limit our rights with re-
spect to the 30 hours respectively. Our 
goal is certainly not to cause people to 
vote at a very extreme hour. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in adjournment until 10 a.m., Friday, 
November 19, 1999. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 10:44 p.m., 
adjourned until Friday, November 19, 
1999, at 10 a.m. 
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